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gy JASON HENSEL

Meetings, conferences, conventions—
when people get together, the oppor-
funity to change che world is always
1t hand. Sure, 2 lot of the world’s
advancements (or backslides) started
with an idea or ‘nvention by one
person, but most of the time help

was supplied down the line.

And even with the emergence of online meeting technology, I the
end it’s the face-to-face meeting that contributes the most tO causes
of change.

« [Change] is not going o happen on Facebook,” said author
Thomas Friedman during a recent lecture at the University of Texas
at Arlington- «The real action is in the cloakroom.”

Face it, 2 meeting is More than how many people can fitin a
room Of what pre- of post-event activities can be planned. A meeting
is anything that gives space for ideas to grow dreams tO unfold and

action to be taken.



Marco Polo
Meets Kublai
Khan (1274)

MARCO POLO WAS SIX YEARS oLD when
he took his first trip to Cathay (China) with
his father and uncle, who were already notable

explorers, having reached China and the Mon-

%:tlu?z:i sy in 1266. Polo v 17 before he Why It Matters: The Travels of Marco Polo
It took the Polos three-and-a-half years to e Travel writers are forever indebted to Polo's book, which is oné of the first travelogues and
travel from their home in Venice, Ttaly, to the W certainly one of the warld's most popular books. Its details of the Far East influenced Euro-
Kublai Khan’s court in China in 1274. ] © pean mapmakers and future explorers, such as Christopher Columbus, who wasinepired -
«When the Great Khan saw Marco, who by the book to find a western route to the same lands Polo wrote about.
was then a young stripling, he asked who he was,” Polo “If you had to pick one event that marked the definitive opening of the East to the \West,
wrote. “Sir’ said Messer Niccolo, ‘he is my son and your it would have to be the first encounter between the youthful Marco Polo and the mature
liege man.’ ‘He is heartly welcome,’ said the Khan. What emperor of the Mongols, Kublai Khan,” said historian Laurence Bergreen, author of Marco
need to make a long story of it? Great indeed were the Polo: From Venice to Xanadu. “The ensuing collaboration between the Venetian and the
mirth and merry—making with which the Great khan and ruler of the largest land-based empire in history fostered global trade and an exchange of
all his Court welcomed the arrival of these emissaries. knowledge, but MONEEENEEN oo e creation of Marco Polo's Travels, one of the
They stayed at Court and had a place of honor above the most influential 8
other barons.” man Renaissang

Kublai favored Polo, who was a gifted storyteller,

and appointed him to high administrative posts that sent
him on diplomatic trips to neighboring countries Burma
and India, as well as the rest of China. Polo stayed and
worked in Kublai’s court for 17 years and arrived back
home to Venice in 1295 after a long and hard journey by

sea and land.

The International

Olympic
Committee (1894)

PIERRE DE COUBERTIN—a French teacher and historian—dreamed
of a world competing in sport, rather than war, and after attending the
games of the Wenlock (England) Olympian Society in 1890, he believed
that reviving the ancient Olympic Games could fulfill that dream.

The Wenlock games were one of many attempts at re-establishing old
Greek competitions. Other attempts included [’Olympiade de la Répub-
lique in France from 1796 to 1798 and the Olympic Games sponsored
by philanthropist Evangelos Zappas in Athens, Greece, in 1859.
\mg';\:\ia\ On June 23, 1894, de Coubertin organized a congress at Sorbonne

University in Paris to vocalize his ideas about how an international

\e of how different countries
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sporting event could support peace and communication. It was then de-
cided that the first modern Olympic Games would be played in 1896 in

Athens, and in order to organize the event, the International Olympic

entert
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Why It
Matters:
The Beatles

Sure, Elvis Presley was stj the King,
and American Bandstand dancers were
moving to the likes of ke & Tina Turner:
But when the Beatles hit U.S. shares

in 1964, musicians became mare than
performers gr enter‘tainers—they be-
Came gods. That initja| meeting between
Lennon and McCartney alsg paved the
way for everlasting Beatles-influenced
songwriting and recording techniques
around the world, from Michael Jackson
to sampling to backward recordings.

Why It Matters:

Modern technology

Put that many deep thinkers in 0ne room, and they're bound tg Come up with
at least one thing that could change the worlg. e

“The fifth Solvay conference wag by any standards an important and
memorable event,” wrote Dr. Guidg Bacciagaluppi—a senior research fellow

he Centre for Time at the University of Sydney (Australia)—in GQuantum
Theory at the Crossroads: Hecansider‘/ng the 1927 Solvay Confer-
énce. “In the officia| history, lit] went down (perhaps together with the Como
meeting) as the occasion on which the interpretationa issues were finally
clarified.”

It is this conference that Started the bal| rolling on what would later be the

foundations for explaining Subatomic behavior and modern technology (e, g.,
lasers, transistors, diodes, etc.). Let’s just say, if you've ever used a light
switch, you can thank quantum mechanics,
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DICK AND MAC MCDONALP were
already doing a brisk business with
their restaurants in California and
Arizona when Ray Kroc, a traveling
salesman pedaling five-speed milk-
shake multi-mixers, visited them in
San Bernardino, Calif., in 1954.

He had heard that they were
using eight of the mixers and he
wanted to see them first hand. But
what really impressed him were
the restaurant’s effectiveness and
its limited and low-price menu of
hamburgers, cheeseburgers, French
fries, soft drinks and milkshakes.
The McDonald brothers’ assembly
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line “Speedee Service System” and
15-cent burgers were so financially
successful that lines of people snaked
out the restaurant’s doors.
«Something was definitely hap-

pening here, T told myself,” Kroc

wrote in his autobiography,
Grinding It Out. “This
had to be the most
amazing merchandising
operation I'd ever seen.”
Kroc immediately met
with the McDonald
brothers and pitched them
the idea of having him
open more restaurants
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across the country. He opened his first one
in Des Plaines, IlL., in 1955. By 1959, there
were 100 McDonald’s in the U.S., and in
1961, Kroc bought all the rights from the
McDonald brothers for US$2.7 million.
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THE WORLD ANTI-SLA\IERY CON\IENTlON met in

London in 1840, and a few U.S. groups chose women
ives. Following 2 long discussion, the fe-

as representat
male represematives were seated 10 the balcony, roped

off from the view of men at the convention.

Tt was up in the balcony, though, that Elizabeth

Cady Stanton met Lucretia Mott. Together, they

later organized 2 convention t0 discuss women’s

rights.
Held in Senecd Falls,
N.Y., July 19-20, 18438,

the convention publicly Fal ] S COE S
\

presented a Declaration of

Sentiments, drafted by Stanton

and based on the U.S. Declaration of
Independence- Stanton’s declaration says that all men
and women are created equal and that the document’s

signers would go about any means to right wrongs

done to women-
«The history of mankind is a history of repeated

injuries and usurpations o the part of man toward

woman, having in direct object the establishment of an
absolute tyranny over her,” Stanton wrote.

Wrongs toward women included disfranchisement,
no participation in creating laws, the taxing of property
and the giving of a married woman’s wages and prop-

erty to her husband. Also, some professions and higher

education opportunities were denied tO women.

The document Was debated and ultimately signed
by 100 of the 300 women chat attended the conference.
After the meeting, it Was published asa pamphlet.

Why It Matters:

Women’s rights

“This convention initia inni
s ot et We;(?:aTepieglnnmg of the organized women's rights movement in thi
e Séneéa.;:p;ofe:ssor emeritus at the University of Virginia and .
e e o e o hta 5. “It set the model for conventions as the major o
e ot the mag . s movement. It set an agenda (including the equalit r
et egaoed Amer,ic r‘rlag?, th? family, work, education, religion and per: "
e o ans naltlonW|de from 1848 to the present. This m;)et'son'al
i e et impv;/:t?en in U.S. history, and the Declaration of Senti ot
nt woman's rights document in U.S. history.” e



The Black
Hand Secret
Society (1911)
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